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But of that there was no likelihood: hearing of
his wife's futile attempt to drown herself, he
wrote to Alexandra: "If anyone has reason to
commit suicide, it is I, and not my wife."

Madame Tolstoi at length begs Boulgakov to
go with her in pursuit of Tolstoi and when he re'
fuses she tries to get Tchertkov to come back to
her and forgive her and help her. But he refuses.

Telegrams begin to pour in; the Russian papers
have got wind of Tolstoi's flight; even the Paris
and London press are inquisitive. Fortunately,
Dr. Berkenheim and a nurse arrive to take care
of Madame Tolstoi who has eaten nothing in the
three days since Tolstoi left the house and is now
visibly weak and ill. When the doctor suggests
feeding her she threatens to throw herself on a
knife or kill herself in some other way, resolved
to keep up the tragicomedy to the end.

When Brio, a correspondent of the Rousskoie'
Slovo, called upon Madame Tolstoi, she had al-
ready read articles condemning her in several
journals and had completely lost her head; before
Brio there was a terrible scene in which she
poured out a flood of reproaches not only against
Tchertkov but also against her husband.

That same evening on the 1st of November
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